The orthographic system of the Japanese language in place today is the result of more than eighty years of controversy over the relative merits of tradition and convenience in the area of script Chinese characters that are used as logograms in the Japanese writing system. 1
and/or establishment of guidelines on the use of four types of scripts (explained below) have been planned and implemented to a large extent through the Japanese government's language policy. The Not all language planning during this century has concerned the written language, of course; various matters relating to the spoken language, such as the issue of standardization and the use of honorifics, have been addressed by language policy as well. This book, however, focuses on the written language and its script. This focus is justified by the author on the basis of her preliminary assessment of policy documents since 1902; it is further supported by Haugen's 1966 claim that language planning attempts primarily to shape the formal written manifestation of language. Additionally, the script and particularly the kanji script (Chinese characters) may merit particular attention from a sociolinguistic perspec- use of kanji characters in the press, publications, and compulsory education. The latter policy concerning kana usage revised the age-old canons for usage of the syllabary (the historical kana-zukai), part of which no longer reflected the pronunciation of present-day spoken Japanese due to the natural process of sound change since the time kana was created. The Modern Kana Usage replaced this historical kana-zukai with a system reflecting the actual pronunciation of modern Japanese.
Gottlieb first explores 'the democracy argument' which underlay the reforms. She explains the socio-political background of this postwar period, which 'was characterized by a desire to forget the immediate past and to start again, rebuilding Japan from the ashes of defeat.' Guided by the Occupation authorities, various democratically oriented reforms were carried out in major political and educational systems (e.g., revision of the Constitution, land ownership reform, and educational system reform). In terms of script reform, this democracy movement 
